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Swine Flu expected to hit USC
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5 Questions for Year Five
As football head coach
S te v e S p u r r i e r l o o k s
forward to his fifth year,
our sports editors put it
under the scope..

See page 10

Papa String Band
Local band releases new
album for their scene fan
base, continuing the success of their ‘grassroots
movement’ and offering a
unique mix of sound.

See page 6

Campus health officials
spread awareness about
H1N1, staying healthy
Kara Apel

NEWS EDITOR

Flu season may just hit USC early
this year thanks to the onset of the
H1N1 virus, which is currently hitting
certain parts of the country and the
world severely.
Dr. Deborah Beck, director of
Student Health Services, said she
expects strains of the H1N1 virus,
or swine f lu, to hit Columbia in
September.
According to a recent presidential
advisory panel, 90,000 Americans
could die from the virus, which has
already hit about 182,000 people
in the world. The World Health
Organization declared the virus a
global pandemic in June.
Beck said seven cases have been
reported over the summer at the
Thomson Student Health Center and
expects much more to come in the next
few months.
“There’s potential for it to spread,”
Beck said.
Beck said her department is trying
to spread awareness about prevention
to students, faculty and staff about the
possible outbreak. The health center
has arranged an emergency plan and
will open a section of the center just
for flu patients if necessary.
Resident Mentors were g iven
training regarding swine flu and how
to help monitor students who have it.
Beck said all dorm residents should
have received a flu kit, complete with
antibacterial.
Second-year accountant student
Taylor Huettig, who is a resident
mentor in Capstone, said she has been
advised to tell students to call the

Student Health Center immediately
if they feel like they’ve contracted the
virus.
Huetting said she isn’t extremely
nervous about the virus because she
tries to stay healthy and wash her
hands frequently and said she feels
like the University is really making an
effort to warn students.
“They’re really trying to educate
everyone about it,” Huettig said.
According to Beck, the best way to
protect yourself is to keep your hands
clean through frequent washing and
the use of antibacterials. The people
who are most affected are those with
asthma, pregnant women and those
who are morbidly obese.
Beck said patients who were already
in good health before contracting the
virus have recovered extremely well,
though the virus makes them feel
awful for about seven days.
“If you do get exposed, it can reduce
the likelihood of expanding the virus,”
Beck said about patients who have
maintained healthy lifestyles.
If you feel f lu-like symptoms, it
is very likely to be the N1N1 virus
because the seasonal flu has not started
to circulate yet, Beck said.
Symptoms are very similar to the
regular flu including temperatures
over 100, headaches, sore throat,
coughs, muscle aches and pains.
If you feel the symptoms, Beck said
to call or visit the Student Health
Center to receive antrivirals. Though
antivirals don’t completely cure the
virus, Beck said if taken early on, they
can reduce symptoms significantly. If
possible, Beck said to call the Student
Health Center before visiting so
arrangements can be made to isolate
you from other students.
“We’re here to help,” Beck said.
Beck said anyone who has contracted
the flu needs to stay home and selfisolate for 24 hours after the fever has
gone. Beck said if students staying in
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dorms are from Columbia, they should
go home for the weekend and recover
to prevent the virus from spreading.
Faculty and staff have been told
this could prevent students from
coming to class and USC employees
from working, Beck said. The Student
Health Center has encouraged policies
so that students, faculty and staff make
sure they don’t feel penalized for not
showing up due to illness.
Though it sou nds scar y, Beck
doesn’t want students to fear it, but
to concentrate on taking precautions
instead.
“Don’t panic,” Beck said. “Protect
yourself.”
Dustin Glendinning / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

Sara Hartley
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W hile walk ing t hrough t he Grand
Market Place in Russell House this year,
one might notice a few changes, such
as reusable plastic cups, paper takeout
containers and an unusually large number
of students eating from china plates. These
changes are all part of the Carolina Dining
Services’s new eco-friendly initiative, the
Planet Change Program, which strives to
get students involved in environmental
efforts.
One of the program’s goals is to reduce
the amount of waste going to landfi lls by
offering students a 10 percent discount for
using china instead of the disposable plates
and cups. Michael Scheffres, the resident
district manager of Carolina Dining,
said this discount is available to students

2009 Football Preview
Ready for Gamecock
f o ot b a l l? L o o k o u t f o r
the Sports 2009 Football
Season Preview, on stands
August 31.

Online @

www.DailyGamecock.com
Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The GMP is among those offering a
75-cent discount for using china.

Symptoms

Tips to Avoid H1N1
Avoid catching and transmitting
seasonal and H1N1 flu
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wash your hands often with
warm, soapy water
Use hand wipes and
sanitizers
Cover your mouth and nose
when you sneeze or cough
Avoid touching your eyes,
nose, or mouth
Stay home if you are sick;
stay away from people who
are sick
Get 7-9 hours of sleep each
night
Drink lots of water, and eat
fruits, vegetables, and whole
grains
Get an annual flu vaccine
Be physically active for at
least 30 minutes most days
of the week

paying with Carolina Cash, cash or credit
cards.
“St udents have responded ver y well
so far,” Scheffres said of the changes,
which occurred in GMP, Gibbes Court,
Colloquium and Patio Café and will be in
the new Honors dorm. “I have heard great
things about the 10 percent discount and it
has shown a movement toward china from
disposables, which is what we had hoped
for.”
Alex Bermudez, a first-year Capstone
resident, eats in Gibbes Court regularly
and said that he always uses the china
plates unless he has someplace to be.
“Most people k now about it by now
because there’s the attraction of the 75cent discount,” said Bermudez, referring
to the example displayed on the Planet
Change posters. The signs illustrate the
advantage of eating on a china plate, which
costs $6.71 for a meal as opposed to $7.46
with a takeout box.
“Everybody seems to be eating on the
china so far,” said Gibbes Court manager
M i ke G r i f f i n , who emph a s i z ed t he
importance of getting students involved
right away. “If we get them started off in
the right frame of mind, hopefully it will
carry through the year.”
In addition to the discount, Carolina
Dining Services also provided dining areas
with 20-ounce reusable drinking glasses
and replaced the plastic and foam takeout
containers with recycled paperboard.
“Paper and cardboard are great because
they degrade much faster,” said Juliette
Lower y, a Resident Mentor in Green
Quad.
L ower y a lso spoke about t he new
Carolina Dining Eco-Bottles, which are
being sold at Russell House. The EcoBottles can be purchased with a drink for
$6.95 and offer99-cent refi lls.
A ll of these eco-friendly changes do
come wit h costs, however. W hile t he
drinking glasses cost $4,000, there will
also be replacement costs for the plastic
and china items.
“A ll of t he new cont a i ners cost us
t h ree t imes what ou r prev ious cost s
represented,” Scheffres said. “That is just
a cost of doing business. It isn’t about what
it will cost but more about what we need to
GREEN ● 4

Students use hand sanitizer dispensers
located in various residence halls.

H1N1Facts

USC CAMPUS CATCHES ON
TO ECO-FRIENDLY DINING
GMP, Gibbes, others
offer consumer discounts
for green alternatives

Mix
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A temperature higher than
100F
Headache
Muscle aches and pains
Sore throat
Cough
Diarrhea
Sudden onset of dizziness

If you have the symptoms
described above
•
•

•

Remain in your residence
S t u d e n t s: c a l l T h o m s o n
Student Health Center at
(803) 777.3658 or your family
physician
Faculty and staff: call your
primary care physician or
Primar y Care Par tners at
(803) 777.5373
— Compiled from sc.edu

Your Summer:
Barin Powell
Third-year spent holiday in service
for Young Life in British Columbia
Josh Dawsey

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

St udent Body Vice
President Alex Stroman was
just as surprised as anyone
w he n he he a rd h i s b e s t
friend Barin Powell would be
serving as a camp counselor in
Canada.
“ He a lway s d re s se s so
nicely and is so meticulous
about his hair, or what I call
his combover,” Stroman, a
third-year political science
student, said.
But Powell, a third-year
business student, roughed
it for a mont h in Brit ish
Columbia, building facilities
at a Young Life camp and
working with students there.
A month later, he left Camp
Mal ibu w it h ex per iences
that he says changed his life
forever.
“I always knew that helping
out the less fortunate around
Christmas time was a good
thing to do,” Powell said.
“But at Malibu I learned the
significance and importance
of service all the time.”
Powell learned about the
opportunities from his work
with Young Life on USC’s
campus. He’s a school leader
in the Young Life program,
a religious organization that
work s w it h bot h col lege
students and local high school
students to help them form
closer relationships with God.
After getting accepted to
the program, he trekked to
Seattle where he was taken
on a three-hour boat ride
a nd a not her t h re e -hou r
drive. With his location in

the wilderness, Powell was
worried t hat t he weat her
would be cold and rainy.
“We only had four days of
rain in the entire month I was
there and a typical day was
between 85-90 degrees with
no humidity,” Powell said.
“So it was perfect weather for
nearly the entire month.”
A typical day for Powell at
the camp involved an early
morning breakfast followed
by a day of construction work.
After dinner, he’d interact
with campers and hang out
with other members of the
summer staff.
“The best part wit hout
a doubt for me wa s t he
relationships I made with the
other people I worked with
and spent the entire month
with,” he said. “It was amazing
how close everyone got so
quickly and the impact they
made on my life is something
I will never forget about for
the rest of my life.
And in his interactions, he
taught the other members
how to be Southern. Powell is
from Batesburg, a rural town
west of Columbia.
“A girl from Georgia and I
were being mocked the entire
first week for our accents and
everyone thought we were
complete idiots who failed out
of the eighth grade,” Powell
said. “But by the end of the
season, everyone was learning
how to shag and was trying to
talk like us.”
There were no negatives in
POWELL ● 2
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CALENDAR
What: Alumni

Association Student
Advisory Board
Membership Drive
When: 10 a.m.
Where: Greene Street
What: Boy Scouts

volunteer table

When: 11 a.m.
Where: Greene Street
What: NAACP meeting
When: 5 p.m.
Where: Russell House,

Room 303

What: Bridge

Community welcome
event
When: 5 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 315
What: Young Life
When: 6 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 304
What: Carolina

Productions general
meeting
When: 6 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 302
What: Student

Government meeting

When: 7 p.m.
Where: RH, Rooms

322/326

What: College

Democrats at USC
meeting
When: 7 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 305

SPORTS
SCHEDULE
WOMEN’S SOCCER
College of Charleston
Tomorrow, August 27
Stone Stadium
7 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Clemson
Friday, August 28
Jervey Gym
7 p.m.
College of Charleston
College of Charleston
Saturday, August 29
Jervey Gym
1 a.m.

FOLLOW US
ONLINE
TWITTER
NEWS: thegamecock
SPORTS: TDG_Sports
MIX: gamecockmix

FACEBOOK
Become a fan of
The Daily Gamecock

YOUTUBE
Subsribe to our
YouTube channel:
thedailygamecock

pageTWO
LOCAL & WORLD NEWS

PIC OF THE DAY

LOCAL
Columbia resident wins big
A retired South Carolina state employee who spent
two bucks on the lottery was all smiles Tuesday as he
claimed a $260 million Powerball jackpot.
“For once in my life, I really experienced the old
saying, pinch me to see if I’m still alive, or if this is
real,” Solomon Jackson Jr. said.
South Carolina Education Lottery officials say the
Powerball jackpot is the largest ever won with a ticket
bought in the state, which has the nation’s fifth-highest
unemployment rate. Powerball is played in 30 states,
the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Jackson, a lifelong Columbia resident, shared few
details about himself or his plans for the money. He did
say he is married and has 10 siblings, though he would
not say how many children he has or give his age.
He also did not say whether he will take his winnings
in yearly payments over three decades or in a $129
million lump sum, which would work out to about $88
million after taxes.
He did reveal he had been an assistant supervisor
for the state Revenue Department until taking early
retirement in 2000, and he had used his free time
to return to school to get a degree from Midlands
Technical College.

NATIONAL
Shuttle launch pushed back
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — NASA called off the
launch of space shuttle Discovery for a second time
Tuesday after a critical fuel valve failed to work
properly.
Launch officials halted the countdown midway
through the fueling process. The seven astronauts
had not yet boarded the shuttle for the scheduled early
Wednesday morning fl ight to the international space
station.
“Drats!” said astronaut Jose Hernandez in a Twitter
update. Fellow astronaut Christer Fuglesang, a Swede,
chimed in with this tweet: “Bad luck again.”
The astronauts said another attempt would not be
made until Friday at the earliest.
NASA is up against a tight end-of-month deadline
for launching Discovery. Over the weekend, managers
said if Discovery was not flying by Sunday or so, the
delivery mission almost certainly would slide into
October because of a pair of upcoming launches to the
space station from Japan and Russia.
The problem cropped up while launch controllers
were t r y ing to shut t he f ill-and-drain valve in
Discover y’s engine compartment. There was no
indication the valve closed, and it appeared to be
broken, said NASA spokesman Allard Beutel. He
stressed that the exact condition of the valve was not
known; it could simply be sticky.
Work e r s w i l l ne e d t o g e t i nt o t he e n g i ne
compartment in order to check and possibly replace
the valve, a potentially time-consuming operation.
The valve, part of the main propulsion system, is
used for the flow of liquid hydrogen from the external
fuel tank to the main engines. It needs to be closed for
launch, and open in order to drain the tank following
a launch delay.
“You don’t want it to get stuck in the position where
it’s closed because you cannot drain the tank that way,”
Beutel said. Rules prevent engineers from cycling the
valve back and forth because “you don’t take chances”
with it, he said.
“Teams here are looking at the next steps,” he added.

INTERNATIONAL
41 killed in Afghanistan blast
KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — A cluster of vehicle bombs
detonated simultaneously Tuesday near a foreign-owned
company that plans to build a road through an insurgentheld area. At least 41 people were killed, all civilians,
officials said.
The thundering explosion in the Taliban’s spiritual
homeland occurred just after nightfall in a district that
includes U.N. facilities and an Afghan intelligence office.
The force of the blast shattered windows around the city
and sent flames shooting into the sky.
So many houses and nearby buildings had collapsed that
officials feared the death toll could rise further. At least 66
people were wounded, said Gen. Ghulam Ali Wahabat, a
police commander in charge of southern Afghanistan.
“There was big smoke in the sky, and there were many
dead bodies,” said Mohammad Ismail, a vegetable seller
being treated at the hospital for leg and hand injuries from
the blast. “Some of the wounded were crying out.”

Scott Fowler / The Daily Gamecock

Second-year art studio student Beatrice Silva looks for inspiration in “External
Sightings,” the net art exibit in McMaster gallery which opened Aug. 25.

CRIME REPORT
Compiled by News Editor Kara Apel

SATURDAY, AUG. 15
Disorderly/public disorderly conduct,
2:30 a.m.
1600 Greene St.
Michael Plotkin was arrested after police
found him wandering in the middle of
Greene Street with slurred speech and
poor balance.
Reporting officer: Mark Harrelson
Disorderly/public disorderly conduct,
3:36 a.m.
1333 Rosewood Dr.
A suspect, whom police found laying
in the grass, yelled at the police officer
that it “wasn’t his business.” He couldn’t
recall how he got to his current location
and EMS was called, but he the refused
treatment or transport.
Reporting officer: Edgardo Huertas
Larceny/petit, simple larceny, 2:12 p.m.
7831 Village Dr.
The victim approached a police officer
who was directing traffic and told him
some one had take n hi s daughte r’s
television. The $175 27-inch television was
set on the ground outside of his daughter’s
residence while he was helping her move
in. The suspected thief was an Asian

female who was eventually found at 637
Henderson St. When she was approached
by the officer, she said she thought the
television was being thrown away. The
television was immediately returned to the
victim and the victim decided not to press
charges.
Reporting officer: Toby Freeman

FRIDAY, AUG. 14
Simple possession of marijuana, illegal
possession of drug, 10:39 p.m.
918 Barnwell St.
A resident mentor called authorities
when he smelled marijuana in the hallway
near room 115. When the police officer
entered, he came across two roommates
and a friend who was visiting. One
roommate handed over a bottle with a
leafy substance and the other roommate
handed over a Gatorade bong, a digital
scale and a pill bottle with Adderall, which
he admitted wasn’t his. All three also
admitted to drinking beer, which was
dumped out after the encounter. One of
the roommates was arrested and taken
to jail.
Reporting officer: Mark Harrelson

TODAY IN HISTORY
Information compiled from history.com

1776:
Falsely confident that the British would not attack New York’s Manhattan Island,
General George Washington pours additional reinforcements into the lines around
Brooklyn Heights, then considered part of rural Long Island.

1862:
The stage is set for the Second Battle of Bull Run on this day as the Confederate cavalry under
General Fitzhugh Lee enter Manassas Junction and capture the rail center. Union General John
Pope’s Army of Virginia is soon on its way, and the two armies will clash on August 29.
1920:
The 19th Amendment, guaranteeing women the right to vote,
is formally adopted into the U.S. Constitution.

1939:
The The Cincinnati Reds and the Brooklyn Dodgers played in the first televised
Major League baseball game broadcast on station W2XBS.

1944:
French General Charles de Gaulle enters Paris, which hads
been formally liberated the day before.

1948:
The temperature hits 108 degrees Fahrenheit in New York City during a week-long
heat wave that kills at least 33 people.

— The Associated Press
POWELL ● Continued from 1A
the program, he said.
“The worst part about the
trip was leaving everyone to
come back home,” Powell said.
St rom a n s a id he’s not
surprised the people there
loved Powell.
“He’s just a fun, honorable,
outstanding Christian who
I’m lucky to call one of my
best friends.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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Athletic department adds 1,000 seats to student section
Moral expected to rise
as ticket allotment
increases to 9,750
Taylor Cheney

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Williams-Brice Stadium’s
student section will expand
by 1,000 seats this fall, taking
some of the strain off lastminute ticket purchases.
Pat r ic k Donov a n , t he
student ticketing coordinator
at Carolina, is grateful for
the additional 1,000 ticket
allotments given to students
by USC’s athletic department.
“Last year, the turn-out was
great and morale was up but
hopefully this year, with more
home field advantage, it will
improve and more people will
come out,” Donovan said.
In 2008, there were 67,000

t ic ket reque st s w it h 95
percent of all requests being
filled. This year, with 9,750
tickets available for students,
the extra seating includes the
upper deck in sections 504
through 506, which, with
a view of the 25 yard line,
Donovan deems good seating.
Mark Haley, a third-year
sports and entertainment
management st udent and
me mb er of t he St ude nt
Ticketing Advisory
Committee, said, “with the
added tickets more students
will now have a chance to
watch the action from a new
vantage point while cheering
the Gamecocks to victory.”
Donovan also considers
stadium seats being sold on
a weekly basis an advantage
b e c au se t ic ket s a re le s s
limited and less costly. At
the Universit y of Florida,
where tickets can be reserved

through a year-long package,
21,500 are obtainable for
Gator fans whereas 11,000 are
available in Death Valley at
the start of each Tiger season.
Frustrated wit h having
to wait in lines in the past,
Adrienne Barry, a third-year
criminal justice student, said
that the increase should make
online ticket purchases faster
and is thrilled to get her team
spirit on.
“I am really excited about
the football season this year
... it is the essence of USC
and I like being a part of it,”
she said.
Second-year international
b u s i ne s s s t u d e nt , G r e g
Melon, said that he never had
a problem with purchasing
t icket s as a f resh ma n,
but believes it is always an
adva nt age to have more
student support.
W it h h is f i rst ga me

For more information on
approaching, first-year wide
receiver Lamar Scruggs said request ing you r 20 09-10
he is excited by the support of season tickets, visit w w w.
ticketreturn.com/sc.
the athletic department.
“The more fans, the more
suppor t we get wh ich is Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
always nice,” Scruggs said.

Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Additional seats will give students easier access to games.

GREEN ● Continued from 1A
do to limit less going to the
landfi lls.”
T hough most of t hese
changes appear to be new,
C a rol i n a D i n i n g b eg a n
work i ng on t h is projec t
almost a year ago. I n
addition to providing more
eco-f riendly alternat ives
to students, the company
also increased purchasing
to 27 local farmers so that
25 p ercent of item s a re
purchased locally, Scheffres
said.
“A s we move t h rou gh
t he semester, we w ill be
trying more and more ecofriendly initiatives and we
hope that the engagement
is as successful as the ones
we have instituted so far,”
Scheffres said.

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

SG to stream meetings online
Senate kicks off
meetings before
Web audience
Josh Dawsey

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

St udent Body President
Meredith Ross isn’t expecting
cont rovers y at tomor row
n i g h t ’s S t u d e n t S e n a t e
meeting, but she is expecting
a challenge.
“Treasurer Ebbie [Yazdani]
will probably challenge me
to a push-up contest like he’s
lost two times before and he’ll
lose again,” Ross said with a
laugh. “Last time we went to
28 before Ebbie gave out. He
needs to quit challenging me.”
The first meeting of the
school year likely won’t involve
any important votes, Student
Government officials say. But
it’ll be key for members of the

Senate’s summer committee
and the executive members
to brief the senate on what
happened over the summer.
“We have been keeping
them up to date by e-mail
all summer,” said Sen. Ben
Bullock, a first-year social work
and public administration
graduate student. “But we’ll
talk about what happened over
the summer again.”
And it’ll be the first time
that SG streams its meetings
online. Through the UStream
Web site, students can now
w at c h pr o c e e d i n g s l i ve .
Student Body Vice President
Alex Stroman concedes he’s
not sure if lots of people will
watch the meetings, but he’s
hopeful.
“But if even one person
w at c he s , it ’s a s uc c e s s ,”
Stroman, a third-year political
science student said. “We
want to give people ever y

opportunity we can for them
to know what’s going on.”
Ross is happy about
t he inaug ural year of t he
su m mer com m it tee. The
committee was a great help
in her budget talks with USC
administrators, she said.
“T hat may t u r n i nto
something we do again,” Ross
said. “It went very smoothly.”
Though it won’t officially
come up ton ight, t he
issue of graduate st udent
represent at ion w i l l be
discussed in the upcoming
weeks.
“ We ’r e g e t t i n g t h e
commission together and we’ll
go through the drafts. Once
we agree on a draft, that’ll go
to the Student Senate for a
vote,” Bullock said.

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

US must go big or go home
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Obama should send enough troops to stabilize Afghanista,
not repeat mistakes made in Iraq by sending in waves

KELSEY PACER

Sure-fire tips
for successful
college dating

KERI GOFF

Coaches not meant as
babysitters for players
When Steve Spurrier signed on in November of 2004
to become South Carolina’s next football coach, he didn’t
realize he’d have to be a baby sitter.
But that seems to be what has become of the head ball
coach, who recently issued a request to all Gamecock fans
to report to the football office any player who is out in
The Vista or Five Points after 2 a.m. The watch call came
after defensive end Clifton
It’s disappointing Geathers was arrested for
publ ic d r u n ken ne s s a nd
when 20-year-olds resisting arrest early Sunday
morning.
need to have their Sure, South Carolina isn’t
the only school with a few
hands held by their troublesome athletes, as it
happens on almost ever y
across the country.
football coaches. campus
And the school is defi nitely
far from one of the worst
prog rams out t here —
schools like Washington State have athletes running
rampant on a seemingly daily basis.
However, it’s still disappointing when 20-year-olds need
to have their hands held by their football coaches.
Like our mothers always said, nothing good happens
past midnight, especially to young adults with such high
profiles like the Gamecock football team. Whether or
not Geathers was the culprit or the victim, USC athletes
should know that each time they go out at night, the
spotlight is on them.
Whether they like that or not isn’t an option, because
it’s what comes with the territory of playing a Division-1A
sport. If our athletes are going out, they should do it in a
responsible way, because someone will almost always be
watching.

Since former President George W.
Bush ignored the war in Afghanistan
to focus on Iraq, we’re almost back
to square one again. The Taliban has
rekindled its strength and is once again
supporting al-Qaida. The government is
fragile, and the production of poppy has
hit record highs.
Now, President Barack Obama must
decide how many reinforcements to send
into the country. Should it be a number
close to the low estimate of 20,000, or
nearer to the high estimate of 50,000?
My advice: Go big, or go
home.
I n I r aq we m ade t he
mistake of increasing our
t roop st reng t h by small
i nt e r v a l s . It w a s not a
popular war even at t he
beginning, so we went in
Ryan
half assed with enough men
Quinn
to oust the Taliban from
Second-year
print
power, but not enough to
history
stabilize the country. Five
student
years later we realized our
folly, and fi nally Bush initiated the troop
surge in 2007.
Though the extent of success differs
according to Pentagon reports and those
published by The New York Times,
the aftermath of the surge entailed a
decrease in violence. More agreed upon
is the notion that had the United States
gone in with the 20,000 extra troops
instead of bringing them years later,
many lives and taxpayer dollars would

have been saved.
The key word is escalation. If we bring
in one soldier and he is not enough to
win, the Taliban has time to train two.
If we bring in five, the Taliban can train
10. If we bring in one tank, the Taliban
can buy a rocket launcher. And so it goes
on and on and no progress is made.
Instead, we can send in 50,000. The
Taliban will be no match for such a force
and will have no time to counter until
they are wiped out. This is the strategy
we should have taken in Iraq and the
one we must take in Afghanistan.
New polls indicate that 54 percent
of A me r ic a n s a nd t h r e e - q u a r t e r s
of D e m o c r at s o p p o s e t h e w a r i n
Afghanistan. Obama will no doubt be
pressured by these numbers to send a
lower number of troops, but if Obama
truly wants to please these Americans by
ending the war quickly and successfully,
he needs to go big or go home. No
longer can we afford to fight a war of
attrition. No longer should the same
few soldiers be sent on third and fourth
consecutive tours. We must go all in
with everything we have, like we should
have in the fi rst place.
Otherwise, we must leave. But for a
destabilized country like Afghanistan,
which is a breeding ground for al-Qaida,
that is not a wise option.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

THE DAILY GAMECOCK WELCOMES LETTERS TO THE EDITOR!
WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT FOOTBALL HEAD COAST STEVE SPURRIER’S
CALL FOR THE COMMUNITY TO KEEP A WATCH ON HIS PLAYERS?
CHECK OUT OUR POLL ON DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
OR E-MAIL US AT SAGCKVEW@MAILBOX.SC.EDU

Students should take school in stride
New semester often means
letting go of unrealistic goals,
expecting to compromise
It’s the beginning of a new school year.
I’ve always been pathetically excited for the
new start. The self-proclaimed dork inside me
fi nds solace in the euphoria of new textbooks,
fresh packets of unused paper and the artistic
ex pre s sion t h at accompa n ie s
decorating new binders for their
coordinating subjects. Like most
returning students I have started
this semester with a grocery list
of resolutions, high expectations
and vows of following a strict,
pristine schedule that assures me
MANDI
no tardiness, skipped classes or a
SORDELET low GPA. I promised myself that
Fourth-year
I would stick to this new routine,
public
learn from my past mistakes and
relations
fail to repeat them.
student
However, as we enter our fi rst full
week of school, I’m already feeling twinges of
my high standards slipping.
Not good.
Tomorrow I have my first quiz that I have
yet to review for, two homework assignments

in books I haven’t purchased and a pending
class schedule that I have less than a week to
finalize. After my first five hours of school,
I’m already feeling overwhelmed and the near
future of fi nals is looking bleak.
It only took one look around Thomas Cooper
Library to realize I am not alone. With brief
glances at my neighboring computers I can see
harried-looking students working on their fi rst
homework assignments, fi rst response papers
or per using t hrough our master schedule
in hopes of finding a better class (or better
professor).
Although their stress did little to subdue mine,
I found comfort in the fact that I’m not the
only student enduring these waves of panic
and thinking, “This school is going to eat me
alive.”
The truth is, I made my fi rst mistake before
classes even bega n. By concoct ing t hese
unrealistic expectations, I had already set
myself up for failure. Instead of easing my
workload with an overly organized schedule,
planning and (beautifully) decorated binders, I
had sabotaged myself into thinking that these
tools were necessary for success; therefore, if
one little hang-up occurs, such as a bus that
runs late or an assignment that takes longer
than it‘s allotted time to complete, my anxiety
would double because things were not going
to plan — and I needed my plan in order to

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it.
E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.

I know you’re in trouble,
but don’t worry. The love
doctor is here. Consider
c l a s s i n s e s s ion . You’re
t r y ing to impress t he
sweetie from lab, but not
sure exactly how to go about
it because you’re a southern
boy from North Aug usta
and she’s a hot indie chick
from Canton, Ohio. Here
are some sure-fire rules to
make sure your first date
is a success, because after
all — all girls are the same.
Rule Number One: Show
up late. Girls love nothing
more than a guy who shows
no respect for their time. In
the wild, female panda bears
wait up to three months for
a suitor. Night after night,
a nd not i n h ib e r n at io n
season mind you, they are
con sistent ly ig nored by
t heir male cou nter part s.
They may be an endangered
s p e c ie s , but t h at ’s on l y
because these g uys k now
what they’re doing. These
fellas don’t like baggage,
and that’s something we can
all learn from the wild.
Rule Number Two: Talk
about yourself. I’m serious.
Girls talk about each other
with their friends all the
time and the last thing that
they want to deal with is
t heir personal problems.
Give her a break and let her
k now all the st uff you’ve
accomplished. If you were
a football player in high
school, spend at least the
fi rst 30 minutes of the date
talking about it, and don’t
forget to exaggerate.
Rule Number Three: You
are always pre-law. This rule
speaks for itself. Pre-med is
a good second option, but
under no circumstances are
you a philosophy student.
Rule Number Five: I don’t
have time for a rule number
four. This is serious business
we’re talk ing about. Rule
number five is not to talk
about what you want to do
with your life and not to be
confused with what you are
probably going to be doing
with your life.
Rule Number Six: Pick a
cheap restaurant. You don’t
know her, so you don’t know
if she’s worth a trip to the
Libert y Tap Room. Do a
quick check on cheap eats in
Columbia and decide if she’s
worth forking out the extra
dough for later. If you’re
a first-year, I recommend
Santorini’s in the GMP, that
way she can use her meal
plan and you can use yours.
Thanks Mom and Dad!
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate
discussion in the University of South
Ca r o l i n a c o m m u n i t y. A ll p u b l i s h e d
authors are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

succeed, right?
As the first school week progresses, I’m quickly
learning that is not the case. It’s good to be
organized and have an idea of how your day
plays out, but starting off with a time-slotted
schedule is too much. You can never really tell
what the day brings or what unforeseen events
might take place, so it’s good to be prepared
and f lexible. As for the resolutions to study
every night, go to bed early, wake up earlier
and never miss a class, these are all good ways
to begin the school year, but don’t freak out
if you oversleep one morning or decide to
take a mental health day. We all need to give
ourselves some lenience, especially if we‘ve
been working hard. Just don’t overdo it on the
mental health days.
We all a start off with high expectations from
the new school year and unfortunately most
either shirk their resolutions or suffer anxiety
attacks at the fi rst sign of failure. In order for
the school year to run more smoothly, I’ve
learned it’s better to go with the f low than
trying to control the current. Keep in mind
that college is just as much about overcoming
obstacles as trying to avoid them.

Johnny Harper

FIRST-YEAR MARKETING
STUDENT
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“Hell is full of musical amateurs.”
— George Bernard Shaw
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Columbia band records first album
Papa String Band gains fan base
through local shows, original songs,
unique mix of bluegrass, funk, soul
Ellen Meder

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

On a recent Friday night a group of
f r iends sat arou nd a small t able i n a
stuffy, barely lit bar in Lexington that,
despite its Tex-Mex menu, retained an
air of authentic South Carolina Honky
Tonk. After fi nishing off some rather large
burgers, several men in the group stood
up, grabbed their instruments and rocked
with their loyal fans for the rest of the
night with their patent “funky newgrass
honk” music. It wasn’t long before even
the waitresses at the Baja Broiler were
singing along to the seven-piece band’s
original songs. A glance at the shirts on
the band’s merchandise table, made to look
like Pabst Blue Ribbon labels, revealed
them as Columbia’s own Papa String Band.
The Papa String Band began over fi ve
years ago as the collaboration between
guitarist and vocalist Brett Mello and
m a ndol i n pl ayer Da ron L a Br u yere.
Initially calling themselves the Rock y
River String Duo since they started out
playing on the banks of the Broad River,
the pair brought their new take on old
time bluegrass to area bars and clubs in
2004. Within a year they began noticing
other talent in the Columbia music scene
and decided to fi ll out their sound a little
more.
“I t hink Will [Smit h] t he keyboard
player was the next to come, then Gary
[Bishop] the bass player and after that it’s
just a kind of a blur until we were seven
strong,” LaBruyere said.
Mello added that the group has “truly
always been a kind of work in progress.”
Also elbow-to-elbow on the stage that
night were M ike Fore on harmonica,
Jack son Wools manning an elaborate
percussion set-up as well as washboard,
and Chris Jones on the drum set. With
ages ranging from 27 to 54, LaBruyere
notes that everyone is in the band because
t hey a re “rea l ly ju st c raz y for t hei r

instruments.”
Mello, who’s apt last name goes well
w it h his rela xed demeanor and Jerr y
Garcia look, says that though the band
started out almost exclusively playing
bluegrass, the South Carolina style now
only takes up about half of the band’s sets.
“I think we’re really unique because of
all of the very different musical influences
in the band,” Mello said. “We’re not your
typical bar band really. We do mostly our
own material and when we do covers we
try to put our own spin on it.”
While LaBruyere is mostly bluegrass
driven, Fore listens to a lot of older
country, blues and movie scores, Bishop
brings some jazz background and Mello
does indeed have a thing for the Grateful
Dead (which was very apparent in the
band’s authentic rendition of “Friend of
the Devil”).
Despite the fact that Mello’s celebratory
and sorrowful vocals got lost in the bar
acoust ics on many songs, t here is no
denying the talent that Papa String Band
exudes. The sweet, up-tempo, southernfried song “On My Way” highlighted
not only t he band’s cohesiveness, but
how Fore’s blues-y harmonic and Smith’s
ent r a nc i ng, melo d ic a nd f a st-p ac ed
keyboard work really set Papa String Band
apart from other similar acts.
“On My Way” is just one of t welve
original songs that the band recently laid
down at Sound Lab Recording Studio in
Lexington. The diverse album, which will
likely be self-titled (“Probably because we
won’t feel like brainstorming something
else,” Mello said) has been in the works
for over a year. The band intends on
releasing this fi rst studio album (several
live recordings have been self-produced
for publicity) in late September.
“Better make that November,” Smith
said, laughing about t he band’s slow-

J IMMY ’ S T RAILER P ARK
Promising films to come
from Cameron’s return,
directors Moore, Gilliam
Jimmy Gilmore

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

It’s been a long time since we’ve unpacked
some of the best previews for upcoming
movies. While there have been dozens of
first looks into the fall and winter’s most
anticipated releases over the past several
months, here are some of the more recent
trailers that have been catching our attention.
The trailer of the week goes to the very
first look at director James Cameron’s massive
science-f iction f ilm, “Avatar.” Cameron
hasn’t directed a feature film since 1997’s
“Titanic,” and has been working for the past
12 years on perfecting the massive amounts
of photorealistic technology needed for his
latest epic.
The director of “Aliens” and “Terminator”
is no stranger to big, loud, effects-driven
pieces, and while the teaser trailer for “Avatar”
offers little in the way of introducing the
characters or plot, it’s thick in vivid special
effects.
Cameron has been nearly silent about his
project, offering little more than a single
screen shot before the release of this trailer.
With so much anticipation of his return, it’s
safe to say “Avatar” will be one of the season’s
most talked-about films.
The new trailer for “The Imaginarium
of Doctor Parnassus” is a delicious treat,
instantly marking it as one of fall’s must-see

films. It features the final performance of
the late Heath Ledger, whose death almost
caused the production to shut down.
Director Terry Gilliam daringly reinvented
the fi lm after his star’s death, letting other
actors play Ledger’s character when he steps
into an alternate world. The trailer is loaded
with dazzling and bizarre visuals that almost
explode with color and creativity.
The trailer for director Peter Jackson’s
adaptation of A lice Sebold’s novel “The
Lovely Bones” shows Jackson moving farther
away from the fantasy worlds of his last
several features to tell the story of a young
girl who watches her family deal with her
death after she’s brutally murdered.
Featuring Mark Wahlberg and Stanley
Tucci, the trailer has all of Jackson’s cunning
sense of visuals on display, promising a
gripping and emotional human drama.
Director Wes A nderson (“The Royal
Tenenbaums”) returns with his first animated
feature, a stop motion adaptation of Roald
Dahl’s “The Fantastic Mr. Fox.” The trailer
shows Anderson retaining his gift for clever
visual layouts and dry dialogue even within
the setting of a stop motion film.
Also featuring voice work from George
Clooney, Meryl Streep, Jason Schwartzma,
a nd Bi l l Mu r ray, a mong ot hers, “T he
Fantastic Mr. Fox” looks like a daring step
forward for one of independent cinema’s most
creative directors.
Michael Moore has unleashed the trailer
for his documentary about the Wall Street
meltdow n, “Capitalism: A Love Stor y.”
Mo ore’s notor iet y a s a sen s at ion a l i st
prankster seems to be on full display here,
Jimmy ● 7

Courtesy of Papa String Band

The Papa String Band, (from left) Gary Bishop, Will Smith, Daron LaBruyere, Jackson
Wools, Mike Fore, Brett Mello and Chris Jones, will release a self-title album this fall.

moving nature.
LaBr uyere also ag rees t hat t hough
having such a large band can be a blessing,
it can also be a curse.
“We try to practice once a week-ish,”
LaBr uyere sa id. “But when it comes
down to it, we probably only have all the
members together once a month. Every
gig is also a practice. We like to try our
new stuff out live and then look around at
how people are responding.”
Papa String Band plays at Utopia off of
Rosewood, which they now consider their
home base, every other Wednesday and is
beginning to see a growing group of repeat
fans showing up at their shows at other

venues as well.
Traveling as far as Aug usta, Bristol,
Greenville and Charleston, Papa String
Band has no current touring plans since it is
difficult to take their show on the road with
so many members, who all have full time
jobs, and still bring home a little spending
money when all is said and done.
“It’s a real grassroots kind of thing right
now,” LaBruyere said. “For now it’s a fun
hobby, but I think we’d like to become
something more.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

TOP
30
ALBUMS
1. METRIC • Fantasies (Self-Released)
2. VARIOUS ARTISTS • PDX Pop Now! 2009 (PDX Pop)
3. YACHT • See Mystery Lights (DFA)
4. DIRTY PROJECTORS • Bitte Orca Domino
5. BEN HARPER AND RELENTLESS7 • White Lies For Dark Times
(Virgin)
6. HEALTH • Get Color (Lovepump United)
7. WAILIN JENNYS • Live At The Mauch Church (Red House)
8. PINES • Tremolo (Red House)
9. THROW ME THE STATUE • Creaturesque (Secretly Canadian)
10. PTERODACTYL • Worldwild (JAGJAGUWAR)
11. CHOIR OF YOUNG BELIEVERS • This Is For The White In Your
Eyes (Ghostly International)
12. PATRICK WOLF • The Bachelor (Bloody Chamber Music)
13. MAGIC LANTERN • Magic Lantern (Burnt Toast Vinyl)
14. DRAKKAR SAUNA • 20009 (Marriage)
15. KID TRAILS • Kid Trails (Self-Released)
16. MOS DEF • The Ecstatic (Downtown)
17. DARK MEAT • When The Shelter Came [EP] (Emergency
Umbrella)
18. ANTLERS • Hospice (Frenchkiss)
19. THE DO • A Mouthful (Get Down!)
20. GOBBLE GOBBLE • Neon Graveyard (Bart)
21. CYMBALS EAT GUITARS • Why There Are Mountains (Sister’s
Den)
22. PORTUGAL. THE MAN • The Satanic Satanist (Equal Vision)
23. JEZABELS • The Man Is Dead (Self-Released)
24. IMMACULATE MACHINE • High On Jackson Hill (Mint)
25. JOE HENRY • Blood From Stars (Anti)
26. RUBIES • Explode From The Center (Telle)
27. CALEB STINE • Eyes So Strong And Clean
28. MARK STUART AND THE BASTARD SONS • Bend In The
Road (Texacali)
29. MICHAEL TROY • Mill Town Boy
30. PATTERSON HOOD • Murdering Oscar (And Other Love
Songs) (Ruth St.)
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Plaxico Buress on Gun Safety

Clip of the Week:
Ellen Meder

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

In honor of former Giants wide receiver
Plax ico Burress’s recent g uilt y plea to
attempted criminal possession of a weapon,
we give you this gem. Though posted only
months after his November 2008 shooting
in a New York City night club, this video
is still worth a quick giggle. Played out
like a video shoot (pun intended) for a
Public Service Announcement, this video

CHECK OUT

ON

@

http://twitter.com/
gamecockmix

is by Landline TV and stars the typically
f unny Derek Brantley as Mr. Burress.
However, this YouTube clip is probably
not funny enough to keep you laughing for
the duration of Plaxico’s two-year prison
sentence.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

Jimmy ● Continued from 7
as the trailer alone is loaded
with in-your-face interviews
and more than one daring
leap in logic.
Moore’s bizarre
documentaries always stir up
plent y of controversy, and
it’s easy to see him playing
on A merica’s fears for his

own profit in this latest film.
Perhaps entertaining, but
sure to be discussed after its
October release.
All trailers are available to
stream online at apple.com/
trailers or youtube.com
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

Courtesy of YouTube.com

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avch-fRFmbw&feature=pyv
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Inside the Box ● By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

The Scene
USC

3 DE LA HABANA
7 p.m., $10/$5 students
Elbow Room, 2020 Devine St.

Whiteboard ● By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TODAY

PhD ● By Jorge Chan

TOMORROW

Pop Evil, Sun Streak
7 p.m., $10 advance/$12 day of show
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

Maya’s Wonderland
8-11 p.m., $10
701 Whaley St.

Phil Moody’s As Bee Practise Geometry: Recent
Experiments with Photography
11 a.m. — 8 p.m., free
701 Center for Contemporar y A rt, 701
Whaley St.

Whatever Works
3, 6 and 8 p.m., $7.50/$6.50 students
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

Columbia Canal Kayak Tour
6 — 8 p.m., $30
River Runner Outdoor Center,
905 Gervais St.

The Honorary Title, Good Old War, Cory Branan,
Ned Durrett
7:30 p.m., $10 advance/$12 day of show
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

HOROSCOPES

08/26/09

1234567890-=
Aries After searching
far a nd near for a good
investment, consider your
own business. That looks
like a pretty safe bet.
T a u r u s M e r c u r y,
for intelligence and
communication, has gone
into Libra, for creativit y
and negotiations. This will
be fun.
Gemini Mercury, your
planet, has gone into Libra,
one of your favorite signs.
Follow the rules, and you’ll
do fi ne.
C a nc er T here a re
hurdles to be cleared, but
all ends well. Don’t sweat
t he lit t le st uf f. A n idea
from afar brings success.

Leo Follow the rules to
a better idea. It might be
that you don’t want to play
by those rules anymore.
V i r g o I t ’s a m e s s
all day, but it ends well.
Through a roundabout way
you fi nd the right person to
help with a tough task.
Libr a You can afford
technical assistance now,
so investigate your options.
You can get what you need
inexpensively.
Scorpio Amazingly,
all turns out well. There
are barriers but also a few
lucky breaks, so it ends up
a win for you.

LIVE TRIVIA
TONIGHT!

If you are under 21, it is against the law to buy
alcoholic beverages. All ABC regulations enforced.

Sagit tarius
T here’s j u s t one t h i n g
after another, all day long.
Amazingly, all ends well.
Play by the rules.
C a pr icor n Ju st
when you’ve almost given
up, along comes another
g r e at id e a . T h i s of t e n
happens to you in desperate
times.
Aq ua r i u s You do
well under stress. It pushes
you toward new ideas. One
thing leads to another and
— voila! — problem solved.
Pisces You r part ner
helps you find a deal you
c a n’t ref u se. T here a re
stumbling blocks, but you
c a n f i nd a w a y a rou nd
them.

Pizza • Wings • Beer

252-8646

DINE-IN
PICKUP
DELIVERY

2009 Devine Street • Five Points
Open: M-F 4 pm • Sat-Sun 11:30 am

08/26/09

Solution from 08/25/09

USC FOOTBALL
ON STANDS
2009
Season
son Preview

Across
1 Det. __ Munch; role
on “Law &
Order: SVU”
5 Arnold or Bosley
8 “__ Off Place”;
Reese
Witherspoon ﬁlm
9 Assists in crime
12 “The __ Man”;
Charlton Heston
movie
13 Actor Ted
14 McCain and Byrd:
abbr.
15 Actor Nicolas
16 Historical period
18 President Grant’s
monogram
19 Ma with a cello
20 Baseball statistics,
for short
21 “The __ Ant Show”
23 Summons with a
pager
24 __ dancer;
discotheque
entertainer
25 “A __ in Her Ear”
26 “If __ Would Leave
You”; song
from “Camelot”
28 Little girl of old
cartoons
29 Actress Kennedy
30 Ron Howard role
32 Network that airs
“Jon & Kate
Plus 8”
35 Take advantage of
36 Perched on
37 Wedding cake
section
38 “Jake __ Fatman”
40 “__ the Vampire
Slayer”
41 Nevada or
Nebraska
42 Touch on
43 Spoil
44 Depend

Down
1 “The King of
Queens” actor
2 “Rules __”
3 Broom-Hilda and
others
4 Org. once headed by
Charlton
Heston
5 “Takes Two to __”
6 Off-Broadway award
7 Ms.Ryan
10 “The Bold and __”
11 “77 Sunset __”
12 School in
Columbus, for short
13 Bandleader Kyser
15 Perry __
17 Contemptible fellow
19 Boo Boo’s buddy
20 Film holder
22 Ms. Spelling
23 “NYPD __”
25 “The __ Wilson
Show”
26 World’s secondlargest bird
27 Passport
endorsements

AUGUST 31ST

Solution for 08/25/09

30 “We’ve Got Each
__”
31 Poet who wrote
“The Raven”
33 “Waiting for __”;
play by Clifford
Odets
34 “Boys Don’t __”;
Hilary Swank
movie
36 “__ boy!”
37 Word with inner or
test

39 Hoover or Aswan
40 Cheers, for one
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Sports editors break down Spurrier’s
fifth season of Carolina football

Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Chris
Cox

James
Kratch

Fourth-year
print journalism
student

Second-year
English student

1.

New offensive line coach Eric Wolford has brought a
new passion for the USC offensive line in 2009. Replacing
the now-departed John Hunt, Wolford seems poised
to improve what has been a putrid offensive line since
Spurrier arrived in 2005. This question can be answered
with another question: Can the run game get any worse?
Probably not.

Will the run game
be improved?

It’s pretty hard to run the ball less effectively than
Carolina did last year. The Gamecocks had less than
100 yards on the ground in eight of 13 games, including
a paltry 18 against Georgia. With that in mind, it
doesn’t take much of a leap of faith to assume the run
game will improve.

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Carolina is starting a ton of youth in the secondary,
including at least two true freshmen. Couple that with
the loss of Jasper Brinkley and middle linebacker John
Beason and it looks like a recipe for disaster. But defensive
coordinator Ellis Johnson has been one of the best in the
game over the years and can probably work magic with
this squad. The talent is there, just not the experience.

2.

W hile I think USC will have a decent unit this
season, I don’t see the Gamecocks replicating the Goon
Squad magic of 2008. The secondary and linebackers
have great potential, but their youthful inexperience
coupled with uncertainty on the defense line will mean
some growing pains down the road.

Can the defense
replace last season’s
stars?

Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

3.

It’s hard to replace a four-year starter who has shattered
nearly ever mark in your team record books. Steve Spurrier
has had a go-to guy at wide receiver every year since he’s
been here, but 2009 might see some growing pains. Jason
Barnes showed flashes last year, but disappeared toward
the end of the season. True freshman Alshon Jeffery might
be Carolina’s best hope as a No. 1 guy.

Is Kenny McKinley
replaceable?

Kenny McKinley is the greatest receiver in Carolina
history, but he may end up being easier to replace than
many think. Remember, McKinley missed three games
last year , only had four touchdown grabs, and had less
than 700 receiving yards. If any of the stable of young
wideouts can stay healthy and get open consistently,
USC should be fine.

Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

After seeing last season’s Outback Bowl debacle in
person, it’s hard to picture that same quarterback who
struggled to complete a pass to his own team succeed
completely on his own. That said, no one said Tim Tebow
could lead Florida on his own after Chris Leak left in
2006. Not comparing the two, but it’s not entirely out of
the question.

Not to dwell on negatives, but Stephen Garcia’s first
two years on campus were not good times. The red-shirt
sophomore has been a team leader and an upstanding
citizen ever since his well-documented legal issues, and
if he could successfully handle the scrutiny of the media
and fans and turn himself around, he can handle SEC
defenses.

4.

Can Garcia handle the
pressure?
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE STATE

Looking at the schedule, it’s difficult to find even
seven victories on what looks to be the nation’s toughest
12-game stretch. Couple that with inexperience on both
sides of the football and 2009 could see the Gamecocks go
through some growing pains. But Steve Spurrier turned
around a mediocre Florida program in the early 1990s,
and he’s trying his best to do the same thing here. He’s
one of the most competitive coaches in the game, so you
can never count him out.

5.

Is this finally the
year?

The short answer — No. The long answer – Carolina
has a lot to look forward to this fall. New coaches,
young talented freshman, a seemingly rejuvenated head
ball coach — this could be the beginning of something
special. And, if they can catch a few breaks here and
there and somehow be 10-0 when Florida comes to town
in November, anything’s possible.

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

The Daily Gamecock ● WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2009

PAGE 11

Carolina soccer nets shutout victory in exhibition
Maurer dominates as USC
cruises past High Point
Justin Wilson

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Tuesday night the South Carolina men’s
soccer team squared off in an exhibition
matchup against High Point University at a
newly lowered and improved field at Eugene
Stone III Stadium. Although it was only an
exhibition, the bleachers were full with fans
coming out to see the new field and cheer on
their Gamecocks.
Junior Sam Arthur began the first half
scoring for the Gamecocks in the ninth
minute, sticking his shot just past High
Point goalie Michael Chesler. Freshman
midfielder Eric Martinez netted the first
goal of his collegiate career in the 19th
minute with a shot that deflected off a High
Point defender before finding the back of the
net. In the 34th minute, junior forward Mike
Lindsey centered a pass on a breakaway to

Stephen Morrissey who stuck it in the goal
to put USC up 3-0 going into halftime.
Forward Bryan Lowder scored the only goal
of the second half for the Gamecocks in the
83rd minute on a pass from freshman Ryan
Goodwin for the fourth and final goal of the
contest.
Coach Berson said that his team “settled
down a little earlier” and that made a big
difference in the contest. Although they
did not hold possession for the majority of
the game, the offense worked efficiently
threading passes through the defenders.
They moved the ball up and down the field
with relative ease and did not let many passes
get away from them. The forwards and
midfielders kept the High Point Goalkeeper
on his toes as they rattled off twelve shots in
the game.
Junior goalkeeper Jimmy Maurer was
not tested much throughout the game, and
had his defense to thank for it. They played
a physical game and hustled down every
loose ball. The Gamecock defense also
forced High Point to work for every pass,

allowing only five shots and conceding just
two corners.
After the game, Coach Berson touched on
how the Gamecocks are a more experienced
team and that “experience was one of the
differences as the game went on.” He said
that he was impressed with the way the team
played and that a key focus coming into the
game was seeing whether or not his players
would continue to press hard down the
stretch. About the upcoming season, he said
that the team “could logically expect to be in
a lot of tight games” and that he expects the
team to keep up their momentum and focus
in those contests.
He also said that the team did well tonight
although “there are some things that [the
team] needs to improve upon.” Looking
forward to the Gamecocks contest against
Charlotte, he said, “it is going to be a hard
fought, tough match up.”
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Goalkeeper Jimmy Maurer deflects a kick
during Tuesday’s game against High Point.

Gamecock offense picks up steam
Quarterbacks, receivers put
together solid practice as
opening day draws near
Sam Davis

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

After Monday night’s practice, USC Coach Steve Spurrier
was high on the play of his quarterbacks and wide receivers,
noting that it was the “best [they’ve] looked all season.”
After Tuesday’s practice — which, unlike Monday’s, had
the players in full pads — his feelings were a little different.
“They were so-so. Just a so-so practice,” Spurrier said.
“Nothing to brag about today.”
The r u n ning back s, however, looked healt hy and
practiced in full, all except junior back Brian Maddox.
Coach Spurrier noted the team’s depth at the running back
position.
“All the backs were healthy except Brian Maddox. He
didn’t participate too much today. But the other guys are
getting back healthy,” Spurrier said. “So we’ve got five
running backs ready to go.”
Freshman wide receiver DeMario Bennett was in a
yellow shirt at Tuesday’s practice after injuring his shoulder
previously. Sophomore Matt Clements practiced with the

fi rst team in Bennett’s place, and Spurrier liked what he
saw.
“[Bennett] is hurt. He fell on his shoulder and it’s hurting
him a little bit,” Spurrier said. “So Matt Clements is back
on offense and he had a good day today. He had a good
practice. He knows offense a little bit better than defense
right now, so he can help us on the offensive side.”
Also sitting out of practice was junior defensive end Cliff
Matthews, who wasn’t even on premise due to an illness.
According to Spurrier, though, he should be back and ready
to go in a couple of days.
One player who will certainly be ready for the season
opener a week from Thursday against N.C. State is junior
tight end Weslye Saunders. Saunders stayed on the field
longer than any other player on Tuesday, doing extra
sprints and up-downs after the field had cleared. Being
a native of Raleigh, Saunders will have “30 or 40 family
friends coming to the game … so it’s a little extra incentive
to go out there and do well, and I’m really excited about it.”
This close to game time, Saunders says the dry heat on
the practice fields doesn’t even bother him.
“I’m so focused, especially when I’m playing a team that’s
from my home town. I’m not even thinking about the heat,”
Saunders said. “I’m just thinking about next Thursday.”
If he scores a touchdown against the Wolfpack, Saunders
says he may show the crowd a little something extra in the
celebration.
“I’m going to talk to Coach Spurrier beforehand and see

COUNTDOWN TO KICKOFF: 8 DAYS

Photo courtesy of USC Athletics

Best player to wear No. 8: Collin Mackie (1987-1990) Mackie, who was recently enshrined
into the Carolina Hall of Fame, might not have scored any touchdowns, but he still remains
USC’s all-time leading scorer. A kicker from Irmo High School, Mackie scored 330 points
for Carolina over his four-year career — 192 points ahead of former Heisman Trophy winner
George Rogers. His 25 field goals in 1987 is still the most ever by a Carolina kicker.

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Weslye Saunders speaks after the 2008 Georgia game.
if it’s okay if I get a penalty or not,” Saunders said. “I’m
probably going to do a little extra celebration if I get a
touchdown on the Wolfpack.”
Indeed, it was another dog day on the practice fields for
the Carolina Gamecocks as they continue to prepare for the
2009 season. Surely, there is a lot of work to be done in the
fi nal week of practice, which is approaching.
“We’re closing down the preseason and getting into the
week before the season begins … Season starts in nine days,
so we’ll be ready,” Spurrier said.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds

Major credit cards accepted

Additional Info

Line classified ad rates

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Announcements

Housing-Rent

Housing-Rent

Housing-Rent

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
WELCOME BANQUET
Friday, August 28th, 6:30PM,
First Presbyterian Family Life Center
Bull St. @ Washington St.
Good food, entertainment. door prizes.
Meet new friends. ifmusa.org or call

Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804

OLYMPIA AREA - 604 Kentucky St..
Renovated, clean 3BR 2BA house. W/D
hkups fridge stove deck $875/mo. Call
Bob 609-4897.

CONDO FOR RENT 2BR 2BA min
from USC located on River.
All appl furn. $850.Avail now!
Call Matt 730-3980

Huger St. Duplex - 2BR 1BA spacious
CH&A w/d conn. $500
Hampton Hills 2BR 1BA pool/laundry $525/mo 2BR .
463-5129.

Housing-Sale

799-3452

Roommates
F/seeks/F/rmmte
Rosewood House Available Now 2BR
furn. 3 mi from USC. Call 615-394-7351
M/seeks/rmmte for 3BR furn house
@ Copper Beech $480/mo+util.
Call 843-992-8659
velasque@mailbox.sc.edu
M/seeks/M/rmmt 3BR 2BA house Walking distance to USC & Stadium.
$385/mo + util. 627-4134

Spacious 2BR 2BA Riverfront Condo
w/open fl plan. gated comm., close to
the dwntwn & interstate. Fully furn &
equipped w/ util $1100/mo unfurn no util
$900/mo 843-384-0565
WALK TO USC ALL ON GREENE ST.
Rooms for Rent - & 1 BR Apts
318-0800 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com
Room open 1 blk from USC $400/mo
Furnished FREE util.
Contact discus528@yahoo.com
Rosewood Area Duplex 3BR 1.5BA CH&A hd wd flrs available
Aug. $575/mo w/sd 740-1305
Modern Rosewood Home Extral Cool
2BR 2BA w/office.Maple flrs. Stainless
appl. & counters $850/mo Loft - $1075
www.thehangarlofts.com 513-9354
Rooms for Rent - Lg Spacious
walking distance to Midlands Tech
$335/mo. Call 463-5129

ROOM FOR RENT - CAYCE
Furn in 3BR 2BA house. 1 mi to USC &
Midlands Tech $450 inclds all util. Presently have a USC grad/M and Midlands
Tech/F. Call 414-2498..
3BR 1BA near USC big backyard new
kitchen & BA w/d incld $1200. 413-3297
Spacious 3BR 2.5BA Townshouse
LR DR kitchen sunroom. St. Andrews
area near Harbison $950/mo.
Quiet area perfect for grad std, pool.
Call 937-608-1128.

WHEATON COURT 2BR 1BA CONDO
minutes from USC Free cable appl incld
$39,000 Angie 803-553-2813

For Sale
THE BIGGEST POSTER SALE:
Biggest and Best Selection
Choose from over
2000 different images.
FINE ART, MUSIC, MOVIES,
MODELS HUMOR, ANIMALS,
PERSONALITIES,
LANDSCAPES, MOTIVATIONAL,
PHOTOGRAPHY
MOST IMAGES ONLY $7, $8 AND $9
SEE US AT THE
Russell House University Union
2nd Floor Lobby on
Monday, Aug.24th -Friday Aug. 28th,
THE HOURS ARE 9AM-5PM
THIS SALE IS SPONSORED BY
Russell House University Union.
MATTRESS SETS!! 50-60% Off Retail
US Mattress Outlet
10% off sets price $200 or more.
The BEST deals in Columbia 739-1603
MATTRESS SETS
YOU CAN NOT FIND A BETTER DEAL
Brand new still in plastic. Full & Queen
start @ $140. Clearing warehouse. Don’t
go to a store! Call Mark @ 238-6288.

Parking
Reserved Parking Spaces - Pickens
@ Blossom $280/semester. 799-3452
FOOTBALL FANS! STADIUM PKG.
189 Stadium Place - covered, secured
parking w/nice facility for tailgating near
stadium. $29,500 Call Terrell 206-7651

Help Wanted
PT/NO NIGHTS OR WEEKEND
Duties include pulling hardware orders
and door shop assembly using power
tools. Heavy lifting required. Job site is
located 5 blocks from business school.
Call 256-1646 for appointment to fill
out application.

Therapists needed to work with children w/autism. Training provided. PM
hours $8-10/hr. 803-905-4427
contactus@training4eap.com

Help Wanted

We have the best job on campus!!
Make $8.25 per hour!! Build your
resume, earn great bonuses, and
show your Gamecock Pride!!
More info? Want to come to an
interview session?
Apply Online:
Sc.TheCallingCenter.com Questions? e-mail Jake @
James.Strang@ruffalocody.com
or call 777-4705
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Engineering/Construction firm office
work M-F 8-6 with flex hrs. Knowledge of
CAD a plus! $8-$12 on exp. Send resume to sbolo@insiteusa.net
Answering Service Operators FT/PT Tuition assistance & above
average pay. 744-8700.
PT position available. Downtown office
and upscale retail. Clerical & retail resp.
Must be honest, responsible &
trustworthy, style conscious, with good
GPA. Varying hours M-F & Sat AM.
Fax resume to 799-0854 or email to
eyes.r.us@hotmail.com
PT WORK - EXCELLENT PAY
Flex sched sales/svc--will train all ages
17+ conditions apply, scholarships possible for all majors 772-4113
Needed 1 PT Veterinary Tech afternoons & weekend. Will Train. Apply in
person at Spring Valley Animal Hospital 8913 Two Notch Rd. 788-8481
Thomas Cooper Library is now accepting applications for student employment.
Please apply at the Circulation Desk
on the main floor. Applications
are also available online:
http://www.sc.edu/library/infrollover.html
Work Study is preferred.

PT WAREHOUSE
Lexington bicycle parts distributor has
immediate opening for warehouse positions. Duties include pulling, and packing orders. Individuals must have good
attention to detail, good communication
skills and be able to follow instructions
and work independently. Cycling enthusiast with bicycle product knowledge
preferred. Previous warehouse experience a plus. Hours are Mon Tues &
Wed from 3PM to 7PM . Email resume to hrdept@hawleyusa.com or
fax to 359-5317, Attn: HR.

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Afternoon teaching positions available
immediately at Chesterbrook Academy,
a preschool in NE Cola...only 15 min
from USC. A unique opportunity exists
for those students who love working with
children of all ages. Positions are available M-F afternoon, hours vary.
For more info call 699-9988

Help Wanted
Instructors
Carolina Gymnastics is looking for Instructors. Must enjoy working with kids.
Please call Tiffany at 788-2808

Help Wanted
Restaurants
TOMBO GRILLE
Now hiring experienced wait staff,
host/hostess.. Apply in person from
3pm-5pm. 4517 Forest Drive.
Pasta Fresca seeking PT host/cashier &
experienced server weekends required.
Apply in person at 3405 Forest Drive,
across from Richland Mall beside
Kroger.
AL’S UPSTAIRS NOW HIRING:
Experienced evening waitstaff help.
Prep & line Cook $8-$10/hr
Evening hours Full & PT.
Apply in person daily from 2-5pm
Chef Mike 920-9407 or email resume to
clairanders@bellsouth.net
300 Meeting St. W. Cola.
GREAT MONEY & ADVANCEMENT!

Help Wanted
Tutors
TUTORS NEEDED: GPA of 3.1 will earn
you $10-$12 (or more) per hr! Highest
demand for Math, Reading & Science.
Call Tutor Connection 957-6060.

Services
HORSE BOARDING - Boarding at
eventing & dressage barn in Blythewood. Arena w/mirrors &2 jump fields. 8
stall barn w/mats. Call Holly 518-1424.

PREGNANT, NEED HELP?
FREE pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Train within your means.
Duo Dry Pieced Tech Tee 12.99
Duo Dry Super Helix Training Shorts 12.99
C9 BY CHAMPION
Shop C9 at Target.com/c9
®

©2009 Target Stores. The Bullseye Design is a registered trademark of Target Brands, Inc. All rights reserved. 089350 Prices not applicable in Alaska and Hawaii.
©2009 Hanesbrands Inc. C9, C9 by Champion, Duo Dry and Power Core are trademarks of HBI Branded Apparel Enterprises, LLC.

